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\. Brahmasiddhi of Mandana Miéra with the commen-
tary of Sankhapani—an advanced work on Advaita
Philosophy .. oo .o oo . .

2. Ra.manu]aoa.mpu with commentar¥ \

3. Vyikarana Mahabhagya of Pa.ta,ﬁ]ah with the com-
mentary of Kaiyata and-the super commentary
of Annambhatta, Volume I . ol Sl

Do. . Do. Volume]:[ e % W

_ 4, Back volumes of the Multilingual Half-Yearly Bulle- - -

tin containing in print rare manuscripts in

Sanskrit, Marathi, Islamic and other South

Indla.n Languages (each volumé)

8. The Descriptive and Triennial Catalogues of the
Manuscripts in the Library Pnblished on or before
1930, are also available for sale at half rate.

‘Sales tax, packing and postage sxtra. The amount
sent n advance. '

Plesse apply to the Curator.
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MAHIMNASTAVA by Puspadanta
(with the commentary of Decayamitya),

Edited by

Sgr T. CHANDRASEKHARAN, M.A., L.T.,
(Curator, Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras),

Mahimnastava, which is now printed is in praise of Lord Siva. This
is one of the five Siva-stotras called Paficastavi. It consists of 32 verses.
Since this eulogy begins with the word Mahimna, it is called Mahim-
nastava on the analogy of Kenopanigsat. Itis intended to be repeated
daily for the purpose of attaining eternal salvation by the grace of Lord
Siva. There are some differences of opinion abouf the authorship of
this treatise which is generally, attributed to Pugpadanta. Puspadanta,
a Gandharva, daily used to take flowers from the garden of a king.
Knowing this, the king scattered Sivanirmilya on his way in order to
prevent Puspadanta from entering the garden. Unaware of this,
Pugpadanta stepped on those flowers and lost his emergy. After
investigation, Pugpadanta came to know that he had stepped over
Sivanirmalya, as a result of which he became powerless. He then

¥ composed this hymn to expiate that sin.

Another commentator on this eulogy, called Ahobala, narrates
" another tale. Puspadanta composed this hymm to glorify Lord Siva,
“who appeared before him in response to his severe penances.

There are other stories also. Puspadanta once preached atheism.

® As a result of this, he found that the idols which were worshipped by

him were missing from his house. Immediately he not only changed

his views but also uprooted his teeth with the help of which he was

- preaching atheism, and offered them as flowers to Lord Siva along with

this eulogy specially composed by him. It is also stated that he
was hence called Puspadanta. B

Decayamatya, our present commentator, attributes this work to
Kumarila Bhatta, the famous commentator on Sabarabhigya. He
relates a story in this connection. There wasa king called Bijjala.
He embraced Buddhism along with his subjects. This resulted in some
confusion in the country. On hearing this, Lord Siva ordered his two
gons to take human form and protect the Vedic rites. Accordingly,

» Ganeda took the form of Prabhikara while Skanda took that of
Kumirila Bhatta. Each of them composed a hymn by the power of
which the king perceived Lord Siva. Mahimnastava is the h m
composed by Kumarila Bhatta.



2 GOvERNMENT ORIENTAL MANUSCRIPTS LiBRARY BULLETIN

There are others who hold the view that Kumdrila was the
incarnation of Lord Subrahmanya and that he was the author ofth
work Mahimnastava composed by him under different circumstances.
Kumarila lost the fidols worshipped by him as a result of his
propagation of the Mimamsa-Sastra, which denies the existence of God.
To expiate that sin he composed this Stotra. 8

All' these different stories make it difficult to determine without
doubt the author of this work. The colophons of the different copies
of this work available in this library, far from helping us to decide the
matter, add more to the confusion.

This work is accompanied by an erudite commentary by
Decayamatya. This work has been commented upon by 12 other
persons. Further details about the ecémmentators, will be found in the
previous issue of this Bulletin, i.e., Volunie VII, No. 2.

A list of the commentators and the names of the commentanes on
this work is given below :—

"~ 1. Amarakantha.
2. Upadeva.
3. Kaivalyananda.
4. Bhagiratha Miéra.
5. Madusiidanasarasvati.
3. Ramajivana Tarkavagida.
7. Ramananda Tirtha,
8. VidveSvarasarasvati.
9. Vopadeva.
. 10, Paraméananda Cakravarti.
11. Sridharasvami.
12, Haragovindasrama—Vaignavi.
13. Govindardma—DPrakasa.
14. Gopila Bhatta—Stuticandrika.
15. Ahobala—Kalpalata.
16. Svetagiri—Sivaprakasika.
17. Decaya—Paficika’
18. Buddhisiri—Kaumudi.

Out of these, some commentanes are available in this library.

13

The present edition is based on the following manuseripts :—

1. D. No. 11121, Palm-leaf. Size 14} x 1 3/8 inches. Script,
grantha Lines, 6 on a page. Good.

2. D. No. 11120, Palm-leaf, Size 16} x 1 3/8 inches. Seript,
Telugu. Lines, 8 on a page. Injured.

3. R. No. 1251, Palm-leaf. Size 11} x 1} inches. Script, Telugu,

pages 62. Lines, 9on apage. good. Presented in 1913-14 by Sri
Jaganmohana Rao of Masulipatnam.
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NANA ULA
Edited by
Puravar M. PASUPATHI.

E The title of the present work is rather bewildering, for, the name of
‘Bankardcaryar is associated with the work. It is natural to presume
that-8ri Adi Sankara himself would have written this piece of work in
Tamil. In reality it is clear that there were some Tamil Scholars also
'kndwn as Sankariciryars who have compiled works bearing on
Veadanta in Tamil. Though the work bears the name ¢ Sankaracari
Mamil Vula’’, the manuscript peib'her mentions the name of the aushor,
Eor any other details about him. Hence it is clearly to be borne in mind
‘that Sri Adi Sankara has nothing to do with this work nor was he a
contemporary of the author of the Tamil Vula. The subject-matter of
this work relates to Vedanta and is in the form of verses. The author
describes very vividly the triumphant procession of a hero after
defeating his powerful enemy. The streets of his city are gracefully
decorated and the citizens throng in the streets to have a look at the
victorious hero of the city. The author here begins his subject. He
describes the several sbages in the age of women beginning from the 7th
year, and the author calls this stage of life in girls as ‘¢ Péthai
(Cusns). The mentality of the girls according to their ages is described
vividly. They are also described as praising the hero. The author
explains the thoughts of the girls aeccording to their ages. The
life of an individual from his birth till he attains salvation is also
described. This work is recorded on palm leaves and bears 1535 as its
Descriptive Catalogue Number. s
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TLAKKANADIPAM
Edited by
VVIDVEN V. S. KRISHNAN.

This is a small treatise on Tamil grammar. It consists of 15 verses
and deals elaborately with the five main divisions of grammar begin-
ning with Phonology and ending with Rhetoric. The subdivisions of
the above also are dealt with herein. The verses 13, 14 and 15, mention
the three Tamil Sangams, viz., Talai sangam, Idai sangam and Kadai
sangam along with their time, place, the scholars who adorned those
sangams and their works. This may be of some use to students of
Tamil grammar to understand its various divisions.

It is unfortunate that we are unable to gei any information about
the author of this valuable work.

- This edition is based upon a palm leaf manuscript preéerved in the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, under R. No.
462 (c). '
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SANKARADEVARA KANDA.
OF '
SANKARADEVA

Edited by |
Srt C. MADHUSUDANA BHAT, VIDVAN,

The edition of ‘ Sankaradévara Kanda” is based on a palm-leaf
manuscript preserved in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras, described under D. No. 662. This work is written in Kanda
metre and it contains 121 stanzas, most of them ending in ¢ Prasanna
Sankara Lifigi ”. The author of this work is Sankaradéva who lived
in circa 1620 A.D. accordifig to Karnitaka Kavi Carite and hence the
title ¢ Sankaradévara Kanda ’. Other details regarding the author are
not available.

The stanzas are highly devotional and the author has expressed his
ideas clearly in simple language which can be understood even by
common people. The author has stated in the following two stanzas
how a true devotee should dedicate himself to the service of God in
thought, word and deed,

aabéo FTorY) VeeRB |

A0 ZpERD 28, meur B30 |

&Ebéo bapte D) aSJr\iéaS f

ﬁdaéa c\’)daéo o Jﬁd{ro#dama i (112)

BpBwo voBrdo BBESI0 |

Brdodio 38 AR 53‘23”756 =08 mzo i

LTl 653:@&5853033 O ;

2@ Nae, ¢y ko B8R, FoFIOone I ; (118)

It is hoped that this small but rare work published for the first time
will be read with interest by all the students of Kannada in general
and in particular by thosc who are interested in Saiva literature,
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SELEFT OPINIONS

1. ¢ The Bulletin of the Government Oriental Manuseripts Library
maintains its usual variety of subject matter in different languages
edited by scholars and researchers connected with the Library and

. Madras University. . . Itis gratifying to note that the Bulletin has .
come to stay as a valuable research publication.

: ‘ , “ INDIAN EXPRESS,” _
. o " 9th October 1949.

 2."% The Government of Madras deserve the congratulations of the
-'scholarly public for starting this Bulletin . " 3 *

“THE HINDU,” 7
28th November 1948,

- .

3. “ It will be a very suitable medium fo_-r bringing fo the notice of

the gcholars the vast treasures of gems your Library possesses. This is
“a nipst laudable undertaking and I wish it every suceess. ” :

'M. M. Dk. P. V. KANE, Mm.A., LL.M., D.LITT.,
: * Vice-Chancellor, Bombay University.

4, “Ttis indeed a good idea to start this Bulletin with the object of
-making the contents of those manuscripts available outside,

S. K. DE, m.4., p.L1rT.  (Lond.),
Professor and Head of the Department of Sanskrit,
University of Dacca (Retired 45

- 5. “Iam very pleased with the new start. This is, indeed, the best
_way of rendering useful the large number of smaller manuscripts. *’

Pror. Dr. F. 0. SCHRADER, »
: Kiel, Germany.

# o+ 6. “Itis a commendable attempt and I wish you success in your
éndeavour. " ; '
o P LAKSHMIKANTHAM,
Reader and Head of the Department of Telugu,
' _ Andhra University.
o ' Waltair.

.

e 7- * I congratulate you and other orgamizers for the publication of
this very useful Bulletin. Your Library is a unique one in the whole
country. Your Bulletin can gradually publish the contents of the whole
collection. ” : '

P. K. ACHARYA, LE.S,, ma. (Calcutta),
PE.D. (Leyden), p.Lirr. (London),
Head of the Department of Sanskrit and
Ex-Dean of the Faculty of Arts,
University of Allahabad.

T 8.« If has a great future. f’ .
ULLUR S. PARAMESVARA AYYAR,

Trivandrum.



BULLETIN OF THE GOVERNMENT [DRIENTAL MANUSC
LIBRARY, MADRAS | :

AN APPEAL |
The Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, is’
point of variety and vastness of collections coverlng a very wide ﬁeld'
Literature in Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam M
Arabic, Persian and Urdu. The date of 'several of the manusetip
back to many hundreds of years. From an academic point of vij
collections contain some very interesting specimens of Litérary_,
Historical and Artisticimportance. A large number of them have not
printed and some of them are available only in this Library. With?
placing these manuscripts in the hands of the public in a prinledf;
Government of Madras were pleased to sanction the starting of a BU ‘
under the auspices of the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library
first instance, it is proposed to issue two numbers in a year an
number of Volume VIII has just now been issued. It 'antai
edition o’ original works in Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, M;
Mahratti and Persian. The annual subscription is only Rs. 4 inl3
8 sh’iifings foreign.  Scholars, Patrons of Culture, Universities, Public
and Educational Institutions  are requested to enrol fhersehies as si

for this Bulletin and thus encourage the cause of Oriental Studies and

TRIPLICANE,

MADRAS-53, Curator,

Government Criental Manuscrtpts,‘



RARE BOOKY FOR SALE,

The following publications of the Government Orieatal Manuscripts
Library, Triplicane, Madras-5. will be sold for the amouat noted against
each which is only half the original price :—

RS, A, P.

8, Brahmasiddhi of Mandara Miéra with the commen- -

tary of Rankhapiini—as: advanced work on Advaita -

Philogophy .. o ¢ o o .. 314 0
2. Ramanujacampi with commentary ¢. e b @ 0
3. Vyakarana Mahibhasya of Patafijali with the com-

mentary of Kaiyata and the super commentary

of Anmambhatta, Volume I .. - - .. 10 6 0

Do. Do. VolumeII .. .. .. 4 8 0
4. Back volumes of the Multilingual Half-Yearly |

Bulletin containing in print rare manuscripts

in Banskrit, Marathi, Islamic and other South

Indian Languages (each volume) .. we wa &£ U 0

8. The Descriptive and Triennial Catalogues of the
Manuscripts in the Library Published on or before
1950 are also available for sale at half rate.

Sales tax, packing and postage sxtra. The amount should be
sent in advance. AR

_ Please apply to the Curator.



